THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
President to exercise his authority, at least in appearance,
At the end of the Civil War, however,, Congress set to work
to change all that. While taking to itself the powers origin-
ally reserved by the Constitution to the States, it strove to
subordinate the Federal executive at the same time. Under
Johnson the struggle had been furious; and though Con-
gress failed to impeach the President, it triumphed in all
important matters of policy. If Grant had made a fight, he
might have re-established the President's power; but he
made no fight, because he had no plans; there was nothing
for which he wished to use his power. Congress had its
own way for another eight years, and from that time on it
has only been the rare strong President who has been able
to control the legislature, and then only for a time, and
only for causes that have wide popular appeal.
The vicious part of the system that grew up under Grant
was not that authority tended to centre in Congress (if that
had happened openly, as the result of a constitutional
revolution, it might have been a blessing), but that this
centralization took place unofficially, almost unnoticed, so
that it involved no concentration of responsibility. Legally,
Congress was still only one element in a complicated
balance of powers; practically, it had destroyed the re-
served powers of the States and was exercising many of
the President's prerogatives. With greatly increased power
and no added responsibility, and with a -personnel which
was steadily declining both in brains and character, Congress
became the tool of the people who could afford to buy it.
The triumph of the business man was complete, and the
results of that triumph were swift and scandalous.
The first bad scandal to become known was the attempt of
Jay Gould and James Fisk, Jr., to corner the gold market*
Gold, at the time, had almost been driven out of circulation
by the depreciated paper-money issued during the war, but
there was a trade in gold on the Stock Exchange, since it
was needed by business men for their dealings in foreign
countries* The Treasury sold about two million dollars*
worth of gold each month, in order to keep it in circulation,
Gould Fisk (two of the nastiest of the money pirates)
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